
Edible Food Recovery:
What Happens After 
the Donation



Complexity of Food Recovery
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Donor Agency Consumer



Looking Further
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• Is it distributed?
• Is it consumed?
• Is any portion discarded?
• Where is it discarded?
• What are the outcomes?

Most food recovery discussions end at the point of donation



© Abound Food Care 2022

+70%

Benefits
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of recovered food comes from 

retail grocery rescue

• Frequent opportunities

• Consumer-ready products

• Large volume

Tier I

Challenges
• Unpredictability

• Short shelf life

• Contract Limitations



Tier II
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Challenges

• Tier II Designation

• Even Shorter Shelf Life

• Food Safety

• Insignificant Quantities

• High Risk
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Infrastructure
Moving Beyond Pounds Donated
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Repurposing Kitchens

• Create meals from bulk products

• Reduce waste

• Support charitable feeding network

• Vocational Training Opportunities

Maximizing Impact

Track:

• Pounds utilized

• Pounds discarded

• Meals created

• Impact on Health

• Impact on Community

Data is King!
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Solutions

1. Adopt a basic process focusing on food safety and demand.

2. Support solutions that allow product to get to people faster and safer 
(repurposing kitchens, coordinated logistics, cold storage)

3. Balanced approach. 

4. Data tracking to identify ROI.
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